Time for Unity
The Glebe Grapevine and Hands off Glebe Inc work to represent
the interests of all of Glebe — not one end or the other but the
whole of our suburb.
Glebe is under attack from greed and overdevelopment and the
threat comes from the same enemy regardless of whether you
live on the Glebe Estate or down at the point.
The beautiful heritage building Bidura was sold for $33 million to
a private developer. The Glebe Grapevine objected to the sale
and later ran a postcard campaign protesting against the planned
overdevelopment overshadowing Bidura and wringing every conceivable dollar out of this precious site to the detriment of its
beauty, heritage values, the nearby residents and the district.
Meanwhile, at the other end of Glebe, at Cowper Street public
housing was destroyed and public land sold off. Public housing to
be built on a small part of the site is largely inappropriate for elderly people who are destined to live in the tower blocks.
Cowper Street is just round the corner from a large number of
people sleeping rough. Homelessness is growing yet the Baird
Government is hell bent on privatising public housing. This is
amazing callousness.

What unites these two issues?
The dominant theme here is that developers matter but residents
do not. Money matters but humanity does not.
It is called greed, looking after the Government’s developer
mates. It is called neo-liberalism — government hand outs for the
wealthy and user pays for everyone else. This monster has a
name and its name is Baird and his Liberal Government.
Since there is unity in the attack, our resistance should be united.
Glebe should continue to be for people from all walks of life and
not just a few who happen to have huge disposable assets.
Let’s campaign together — owner occupiers, private housing
tenants and public housing tenants united.
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Action for Public Housing
A new organisation called Action for Public Housing was
formed at a meeting in Sydney on Sunday 6 March.
With support from Glebe, Surry Hills, Waterloo, Miller’s Point,
Manly, Maroubra, Illawarra, Marsfield, Coogee, and Botany, the
meeting agreed there is an urgent need for a group to link all
public housing tenants for a unified and strong voice against the
proposal to sell public housing estates for private development.
The reality that average Australians -- working, unemployed,
students, aged, frail and disabled -- will not be able to afford to
live within 50 kms of Sydney is discrimination. Most have
worked until retirement and are contributing as valuable members of the community.
Government has a duty to provide housing for those who cannot
and should not have to pay exorbitant private rents, which are
more than average Australians can afford. Soon only the extremely wealthy will be able to live in Sydney City and its surrounding suburbs.
It was a robust meeting, with time given to all to have a say. A
Charter (email us for a copy—see contact details below) was
adopted and the next meeting will plan actions.
The Glebe Grapevine is a publication of Hands Off Glebe Inc.
Contact: P.O. Box 145, Glebe NSW 2037
Facebook: Hands off Glebe
Ring Denis on 0418 290 663 or Julie on 0401 516 482
E: glebegrapevine@gmail.com www.handsoffglebe.org

Loud Fences in Glebe
Glebe’s Bidura House and
Royleston stir up strong feelings.
Decades have passed since they
ceased operating as homes for
children taken into care by the
State, but the hurt continues.
On 12 March, people gathered on
the footpath outside Bidura. They
tied dozens of bright ribbons on its
front fence and signs declaring
‘No More Silence.’ The same was
done at Royleston.
This was the Sydney launch of a
campaign across cities from
Rome to Ballarat, the Loud
Fence Campaign in memory of
victims and in support of survivors
of childhood abuse in institutional
care.
Sadly, just two days later, neighbours of Bidura woke to find the signs
and ribbons cut down and strewn over the footpath.
Witnesses had seen a man harassing two women at the launch event.
Was this his doing? Concerned residents phoned the security firm that
patrols Bidura, but were told the firm’s job is to secure the buildings, not
the fence.
Family and Community Services lease Bidura House. A spokesperson
says they have no means of keeping watch after hours.
You could have heard a pin drop.

Glebe Residents Recognised
John Dengate, one of Australia’s most important folk singers, longtime
Glebe resident, has been recognised posthumously by having a street
named after him — Dengate Crescent in the suburb of Moncrieff, ACT.
Gay Maley, Glebe resident and member of the Hands off Glebe committee is one of the greats of 1978 – the people who withstood massive
police brutality at the first Mardi Gras in Sydney. We thank those brave
people who withstood massive pressure to teach us a crucial lesson in
tolerance.

Future Directions
NSW Government War on Public Housing
The NSW Government has announced a new policy on public
housing called Future Directions. This ten year plan to privatise
public property and public land will allow the government to get
rid of its responsibilities for public housing by handing over public
property to benefit developers and construction companies.
Public housing estates will be bulldozed destroying established
communities. There is no guarantee that the public housing tenants who will be forcibly relocated will end up anywhere near their
former neighbours or support groups.
The government says it will “aim for a 70:30 ratio of private to social housing". So housing estates may be bulldozed and rebuilt by
a private developer with no public housing at all.
And with only 30% public housing where it was 100% before, how
can the government claim it will provide more public housing?
The government will start the process of getting rid of its responsibility to provide public housing by transferring 35% of public
housing to community housing providers.
The Baird Government intends to increase private rental subsidies by 60% by 2025. This is intended to undermine public housing by pushing tenants into the insecure and extremely expensive
private rental market – which many can’t afford even with a subsidy.
The Baird Government says it will increase private rental subsidies by 60% by 2025. This is intended to undermine public housing by pushing low income tenants into the insecure and extremely expensive private rental market – which many can’t afford
even with a subsidy. The subsidy also raises rents by increasing
demand for private rental housing and does nothing to add to
supply.
Future Directions introduces a bond of up to $1,400 for new
public housing tenants. This can be paid over 3 years but where
can most public housing tenants get this kind of money? The proposal will just increase the barriers faced by most disadvantaged
families in our community.

